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The DRDO's Vehicle Research and Development
Establishment will make an impact in the global

automobile market

BY SYED NAZAKAT

hen India's motor giant
Tata unveiled the world's
cheapest car, a 3m-long

four-seater marvel at Rs 1 lakh, the
world was only interested in its on-
road performance. To make sure that
Mano brings comfart, meets safety
requirement and emission norms, TATA
relied on India's premier automobile
testing facility—the Mational Centre
for Automotive Testing in Ahmed-nagar.
“We providethe bestvehicle testing facil-
ity in the world,” said Dr CL. Dhamejani,
director of GRDO's Vehicle Research
and Development Establishment,
Ahmednagar, “That is what makes us
so popular, trustworthy.”

The MCAT is ene of the most sig-
nificant initiatives of the VRDE, repre-
senting India’s endeavour to achieve
success not only in the indigenisation
of autemobile technology but provid-
ing impetus to automaobile manufac-
turing. From military vehicles to com-
rnercial vehicles, from two-wheelers to
cars and trucks, NCAT provides world
class testing facilities, The tracks are
categorised by the type of tests that
are canducted an them, The facil-
ity has been progressively augmented
| and modernised to keep pace with the
technology advancements and evoly-
ing testing requirements,

The MCAT provides infrastructure to
test vehicles and components to signif-
icantly enhance vehicular safety, emis-
sions and performance, It bolsters the
government's efforts to usher in global
vehicular safety, emission and perfor-
mance standards in India. “We con-

verge India's strengths in information
technology with automaotive engineer-
ing to expand India's global presencein
this key sector,” says Dhamejani,

The YRDE earned another feather
in its cap on August 16 by creating the
autarmnotive electromagnetic compat-
ibility test facility, also known as EMC
Tech Centre. This is first of its kind in
the country and one of the biggest in
the world, Officials at the DRDO say
that the facility would cater to the
needs of the automeotive industry and
the defence sectar,

India is the world's second largest
manufacturer of two-wheelers and
ninth largest car manufacturer. Despite
the global financial meltdown, the
Indizn auto industry with an annual
turn aver of over $37 billion continues
ko grow. By 2010, at the current annual
growth rate of 20 per cent, the $12 hil-
lion investment will double. But due to
lack of compliance test facilities in the
country, around Bs 180 crore is being
spent annually to test the export quality
vehicles at overseas facilities. But with
the entrance of EMC test facility in India,
autormobiles can now be tested for the
legislative compliance testing and also
for developmental testing as per nation-
al and international EMI standards.

Theincreaseinuseofelectronicsinthe
vehicle has led to the pollution of elec-
tromagnetic spectrum. This pollution
in the form of EM radiation also affects
the critical contral hardware, leading to
malfunction. Electromagnetic compat-
ikility, a phenomenon that ensures com-
pliance for emissions and immunity, is
necessary for automobiles

Ab MNCAT, emission-testing facility is






