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DRDO Takes A Look At Global Fuel
Technologies FUCETECH 2009

ADNI Bureau

Fuel cell technology has gained importance world over due fo its high conversion efficiency from chemical to electrical energy and
silent operation. This technology is considered helpful not only to cater to the energy needs of mankind but also found to be capable
of minimising global warming and climate change. An International symposium 'FUCETECH 2009' was inaugurated by Premier
Space Scientist Dr K Kasturirangan, Member Planning Conimission on 118h November, 2009 at Neliru Centre, Mumbai. Researchers
and entrepreneurs of various countries shared the platform to discuss the recent developments in fuel cell technology. The exciting
symposium was attended by 250 participants. The event also included an exhibition on materials and products of fuel cell technologies.

he International
Symposium & Exhibition
on Fuel Cell Technologies
was inaugurated on 11th
November 2009 at Nehru
Centre, Mumbai, by Dr K. Kasturirangan,
Member Planning Commission by
lighting the traditional lamp after a brief
welcome address by Dr |. Narayanadas,
Director, NMRL and CC Ré&D [NS &
HR). Dr Kasturirangan emphasised the
importance of hydrogen-based power
generation and encouraged to explore all
alternate routes for cheap hydrogen
generation. He stated that in the
upcoming 12th Five year Plan significant

fund allocation for hydrogen-based
power generation research with focus on
cost reduction of fuel cell components
and associated R&D activities is
envisaged.

The function was presided over by
Dr V.K. Saraswat, Scientific Advisor to
Defence Minister (SA to DM), Secretary
Department of Defence (R&D) and
Director General DEDO, Ministry of
Defence. He stated that DRDO's
program on fuel cell is aimed at
comprehensive  development of
indigenous technologies for major
defence oriented projects. In his address
SA to DM underlines the requirement of

formation of a fuel cell society that will
undertake focused research on fuel cell
development invelving multiple
agencies like academia, laboratories and
industries.

Maval Materials Research
Laboratory (NMRL), a hi-tech naval
cluster laboratory of Defence R&D
Organization (DRDO), committed to
develop materials and technologies of
Mavy's interest has evolved as a nodal
centre of the country involved in
development of fuel cell based energy
alternates. During last 10-12 years NMRL
has optimised relevant component
development

and integration
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Dr J Narayan Das, OS & CCR&D NS, HR and Director NMRL Dr V K Saraswat, SA to Defence Minister at the podium

addressing the Symposium
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